
Evangeline Township - Natural Vegetation Waterfront Buffer Strip (Greenbelt) 

 

A greenbelt is a strip of diverse native vegetation including a mixture of trees and woody shrub species 
native to the area and suitable to the site.  

A natural buffer between the water’s edge and your lawn has a number of benefits. Greenbelts help 
reduce erosion by stabilizing soil and slowing runoff, filtering nutrients, sediments, and other pollution. 
They also provide valuable wildlife habitat, buffer sound and increase privacy. 

The most important benefits of greenbelts are erosion control and pollution filtering. By keeping 
sediments and excess nutrients from washing into the water, greenbelts keep the water clear and cool.  

A Natural Vegetation Waterfront Buffer Strip is required to be installed with any waterfront 
development. However, some indicators that a shoreline greenbelt is needed include signs of erosion or 
ice damage at the water’s edge or shoreline loss, a damaged or crumbling seawall, algae blooms, or 
encroachment of invasive species. 

By creating a shoreline greenbelt an encouraging your neighbors to do the same, you can help keep your 
lake beautiful for generations to come. 

The Evangeline Township Zoning Ordinance, Section 3.06 – Natural Vegetation Buffer Strip outlines the 
requirements for installing a greenbelt. An example of a Natural Vegetation Buffer Strip is provided 
below. Examples of native plans for both wet and upland conditions is provided on the following page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Source: Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council) 



*Plant list above not intended to be exhaustive* 

Native Shrubs 
Wet Conditions 

Speckled alder       Alnus rugosa 
Buttonbush       Cephalanthus occidentalis 
Red-osier dogwood       Cornus stolonifera 
Silky dogwood       Cornus amomum 
Meadowsweet       Spirea alba 
Ninebark        Physocarpus opulifolius 
Swamp rose       Rosa palustris 
Highbush-cranberry      Viburnum trilobum 
Michigan holly       Ilex verticillata 
Nannyberry       Viburnum lentago 

Native Shrubs 
Upland Conditions 

Maple leaf viburnum      Viburnum acerifolium 
Chokecherry       Prunus virginiana 
Gray dogwood       Cornus foemina 
New Jersey tea       Ceanothus americanus 
Serviceberry       Amelanchier arborea 
Fragrant sumac       Rhus aromatica 
Yew        Taxus canadensis 
Ground juniper       Juniperus communis 
Round-leaved dogwood      Cornus rugosa 
Arrow-wood viburnum      Viburnum dentatum 
Carolina rose        Rosa Carolina    

Native Trees 
Wet Conditions

Green ash 
Basswood 
Black willow 
Yellow birch 
Northern white cedar 
Eastern hemlock 
Red maple 
Musclewood 
Tamarack 
Eastern cottonwood 
Common elder 
Silver maple 

Fraxinus pennsylvanica 
Tilia americana 
Salix nigra 
Betula alleghaniensis 
Thuja occidentalis 
Tsuga canadensis 
Acer rubrum 
Carpinus caroliniana 
Larix laricina 
Populus deltoides 
Sambucus canadensis 
Acer saccharinum

  
Native Trees 
Upland Conditions 
 
Trembling aspen Populus tremuloides    
White ash 
Beech 
Black cherry 
Ironwood 
Sugar maple 
Bur oak 
Red oak 
White oak 
Red pine 
Eastern hemlock 
Sugar maple 
White birch 
White spruce 
American beech 
Eastern white pine 
Scarlet oak 

Fraxinus americana 
Fagus grandifolia 
Prunus serotina 
Ostrya virginiana 
Acer saccharum 
Quercus macrocarpa 
Quercus rubra 
Quercus alba 
Pinus resinosa 
Tsuga canadensis 
Acer saccharum 
Betula papyrifera 
Picea glauca 
Fagus grandifolia 
Pinus strobus 
Quercus coccine
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